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The

Retiree Center

Newsletter
Hello Retirees,

Headed

We have now been dealing with COVID-19 for eight months. It has disrupted almost every aspect
of our lives. I am writing this report with a heavy heart, because it feels like ages since I’ve been able to
interact with you and enjoy our in-person events and meetings. We don’t know how much longer it will be
until we are able to gather again. Reality has set in for so many of us and we wonder what life will be like
when we are back to some sense of “normalcy”. The prospect of a long winter here in MN only causes more
trepidation. I don’t want to be a source of doom and gloom, but I want you to know that if you’re feeling uneasy
or lonely or helpless or even a bit hopeless, you are not alone. We will get through this together but apart.
Our job at the Retiree Center is to help keep you connected to the University and to each other. This pandemic makes that
job very difficult. We have been able to provide opportunities for those of you with computers/tablets/phones/emails to
connect virtually through classes and online meetings like our new “Coffee Break” series that we began this month. I’m so glad
we have been able to do that, but I do worry about those of you who are reading this newsletter that don’t use computers or smart
phones. We don’t have a way of connecting with you at this time outside of picking up the phone and giving you a call. If you
would like us to do that, please let us know! We would be more than happy to talk to you anytime. This newsletter is one of the few
ways that we are able to get information out to those of you who aren’t connected via email, so I want to make sure you know that
we haven’t forgotten about you and we miss you immensely!
We also want to make sure that all retirees are aware of how WSU is responding to COVID-19. I know many of you have
been able to participate in the informational All-University COVID-19 forums via Zoom throughout the summer and fall. The next
forum will be held on Wednesday, November 18th. I have sent the details out via email and I will send along a reminder as we get
closer to that date. I would highly encourage you to participate. You will be impressed by the amount of work that is being done on
campus to make sure that our response is as effectual and comprehensive as possible. WSU has also created an excellent COVID-19
site that covers every aspect of the university’s response. You can view it here: https://www.winona.edu/emergency/health-alert.asp.
One bright spot of this fall semester for me personally was the ability to sit in on all of our Senior University classes. I don’t
usually have the luxury of being able to join the classes, but now that they are on Zoom, I have been able to listen to the great
lectures and wonderful conversations that take place during these courses. I have learned so much. I am excited to continue to be a
participant in our spring semester classes. I am so impressed with the deep exchanges between the instructors and the participants
and the rich conversations that occur. I am glad that the Zoom format hasn’t changed that important aspect of Senior U.
I hope you enjoy reading this newsletter. You’re going to see that you and your fellow retirees continue to do great work
during these troubled times. You continue to do research and write scholarly articles and books. You continue your passion for
life-long learning through our fantastic line-up of Senior University and Senior University Lite courses. And, you continue to be
so very generous as you’ll see on page 5. I’m so proud to be a part of the retiree community at WSU, and I can’t wait until we can
celebrate together again.

-Jess

retiree center mission statement
To support the mission of WSU and enrich the campus community as well as the lives of retired staff, faculty and
administration by providing institutional connections between the University and retirees who may wish to continue their
intellectual and social participation in collegial life and service to the University.
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Richard Bowman, Professor Emeritus Education, published a manuscript titled “Teaching and
Learning with the Social Brain in Mind” in The Clearing House, Vol. 93, Issue 2, 100-106. The human brain is a social organ. Whatever an educator’s instructional goals or lesson plans, students’
brains experience the classroom first and foremost as a social system. Neuroscience research suggests that the organizing principle of the brain is one of “minimizing danger, maximizing reward.”
Recent social cognitive neuroscience research suggests that there are five distinct qualities that
minimize threat responses and enable reward responses in instructional settings: status, certainty,
autonomy, relatedness, and fairness (SCARF). Behavioral scientists contend that learners’ default
setting is to be autonomous and self-directed: seeking autonomy over tasks (what they do), time
(when they do it), technique (how they do it), and team (whom they do it with).

Barbara Boseker& Dale Sutcliffe
Barbara Boseker and Dale Sutcliffe celebrated their 45th
wedding anniversary this year! They were married
August 8, 1975, at the City-County Building in Madison,
Wisconsin. They were both students at the University of
Wisconsin-Madison at the time. Barb was working on
her Ph.D. while Dale was finishing his bachelor’s degree
after being decorated as a US Army soldier in the
Vietnam War. This year they celebrated by picking up a
pizza from Sammy’s to enjoy at home. We would like to
wish them a very Happy Anniversary!!

Gary Evans
Gary Evans is celebrating the
release of his newest book,
Cold Case Chase, this fall.
Paperbacks and Pieces is hosting a virtual book launch at
7:00 p.m.on Tuesday, November
17th. Please email Shelly at
Paperbacks and Pieces to attend:
pbpieces@hbci.com

Kevin Possin
Kevin Possin, Professor Emeritus Philosophy, recently published two
scholarly articles:
-“CAT Scan: A Critical Review of the Critical Thinking Assessment Test”
In Volume 40 No 3 (2020) of Informal Logic - 9-01-2020

-“Commentary: Thinking Critically about Critical-Thinking Assessment”
(with Donald Hatcher)
In Chapter 16 - Critical Thinking and Reasoning: Theory, Development,
and Practice (2021), edited by D. Fasko and F. Fair

Retiree Learning Opportunities
Spring 2021
Here’s a preview of our fantastic line-up of Senior University & Senior
University Lite classes for Spring 2021. Courses will continue to be
offered via Zoom. Registration for courses will open in midNovember. Course catalogs will be mailed out at that time as well.

What is Poetry?
Senior University Lite:
Even More Zoom Tips & Tricks

History of Jazz
Food Systems
Sustainability
Getting&itJustice
Done:
Peace

Writing Your Memoir and/or
AfterHistory
War
Family

Senior University Lite:
Advanced Directives

EMILIO DE GRAZIA

Tuesdays
January 12, 19, 26,
February 2, 9, 16
3:00-4:30 p.m.
$40.00

KEN GRAETZ

Monday
January 25
1:00-2:00 p.m.
$10.00

RICH MACDONALD

Mondays
February 1, 8, 15, 22,
March 1
2:30-4:00 p.m.
$40.00
Fridays

BRUNO BORSARI
®

KATHY PETERSON

BOB WILLIAMS
LESLIE SCARBOROUGH

March 5, 12, 19, 26
April 2, 9
2:00-4:00 p.m.
$40.00
Wednesdays
March 31
April 7, 14, 21, 28
10:30 - Noon
$40.00
Tuesday
April 20
1:00-2:00 p.m.
FREE
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Retiree Guest Column - David Robinson
Big
Screen or Small?
						
When I was a boy in the 1950s, my little Ohio hometown, Chagrin Falls (pop. 4000), was the very picture of ordinary, a living Normal
Rockwell painting. In one sense, it was idyllic; in another, it was stifling. Nothing much ever happened there, its maple tree lined streets
silent and empty after dark, except for football nights.
So the town’s only movie theater, the Falls, provided a necessary escape to another, fantastic world. For a quarter (!), I could watch
Randolph Scott westerns, Esther Williams musicals, or Doris Day romances. The wider real world appeared as newsreels showed
Korean War scenes; in serials, Superman leapt tall buildings at a single bound; Bugs Bunny made life miserable for the hapless Elmer
Fudd. Hey, I even sang along with the bouncing ball! You get the picture.
The Falls itself was not a romantic venue , especially for the Saturday matinees. Mrs. Solether, the owner/ticket taker, had to police the
restive audience, who liked to skim their empty popcorn boxes, over and into the heads of their fellows downstream Underfoot, my
shoes often stuck to the floor; under the seat, an equally sticky mass of used bubble gum was common. Still, it was a Mecca for us, to
which we made weekly weekend pilgrimage—until we got our driver’s licenses.
The “art houses” in suburban Cleveland opened up another, much wider world, where people spoke in tongues and needed subtitles
to be understood. In the lobby, one could pour one’s self a tiny cup of coffee while mingling with the other sophisticates of the Greater
Cleveland Area. One felt cooler just by showing up. The cosmopolitan audience, almost entirely of an older generation, was
considerably more attentive and ruly.
In short, the darkened movie halls provided, for about ninety minutes, a mass escape, absorbing the individual in a mass, illusory
experience. That brief moment of community was an essential part of the movie, for good or ill. Particularly and somewhat
paradoxically, the audience’s response was crucial in horror movies and comedies. If others around me were screaming in terror or
howling with laughter, it was pretty hard not to be drawn into the crowd.
Today, decades and hundreds of movies removed from those early escapes, I still prefer that communal moment to the admittedly
cheaper, more convenient solitary one. A brief and totally unscientific survey of people around me reveals that not everyone shares
my commitment to the big screen. After all, Netflix, Amazon, Hulu et al provide a wealth of less expensive choice not available at even
the largest cineplex. If you don’t like your first selection, you can easily switch to another without leaving the couch. (For those of my
demographic, the ability to pause the film and visit the nearby facilities always prevails as foremost among the advantages.) You can
microwave a bag of popcorn for only a little more than a box cost at the Falls, these many years agone. And the danger of getting hit in
the head by an empty popcorn box or, more commonly now, having your neighbor noisily shake the giant bag for the first half hour is
almost nil, depending on your company and behavior. Indeed, just being able to choose your moviegoing companion is an inestimable
bonus.
Still, the little screen and the privacy are not always pluses. The background details in the frame, as I used to remind my film students,
are often important, put there by design, not chance. For instance, what titles are in a character’s bookcase, or what brands of liquor in
their bars? If the characters are posed against a giant land- or skyscape, what does that say about their relative importance? If a
character is in the background but in clearer focus than others, how is the viewer’s interest being guided? On the big screen, these apparently small considerations literally loom much larger.
Speaking of looming (rhymes with “booming”), the superior sound of a theatrically released film also counts. Even the largest tv can’t
match the enhanced Dolby system of the modern theater, which significantly impacts the visual proceedings—albeit the thin walls of
today’s multiplexes occasionally let you aurally “enjoy” not only your movie but the ones in the adjoining theaters. In the big room, one
is actually “surrounded” by, for instance, fighter planes roaring in overhead or revelers at a rave. If it’s an earthquake flick, you can
actually pick up the bad vibrations almost as well as the terrified citizens. O, brave new world!
At some point in the as yet indeterminate future, I will again repair to the movie theater without trepidation—assuming that there are
theaters left to go to. Without having to don a mask and wipe the seat down with Clorox first, I plan to settle back in my adjustable
recliner, which I selected before leaving home, maybe even go crazy and sip a beer delivered to me. Then, for about two, sometimes
three, hours, I will be absorbed by and into the mass, one among many of my fellow Americans, yearning to breathe free.
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Announcements
A Sincere Thank You to WSU Retirees
Kate Noelke asked me to publish her thank-you note (below) in this edition of the newsletter. Her note is in response to
the incredibly generous response from retirees to an email that I sent out last week about the Warrior Cupboard. I knew
retirees would be very giving, but the response was beyond anyone’s wildest expectations. Jo Stejskal, retired WSU Nursing
Professor, asked me to send information out to the retirees about the Warrior Cupboard during our “Coffee Break” with
President Olson on October 13th. I am so glad that she did! You have made a difference in many students lives with your
generosity. If you are interested in donating to this very worthy cause, you can click this link: WSU Online Giving Portal
or contact Kate directly. The link to her email is below.
Hello!
My name is Kate Noelke and I serve as the Director of Integrated Wellness at Winona
State University. I have a nebulous, rando, totally AWESOME job in that as much of my
daily work is focused on supporting individual students; as is focused on facilitating
resources, services and programs for all students on campus; as is focused on systems
and culture-level change through coalition building. I work daily to support the
comprehensive needs of our students that contribute to, and sometimes determine,
their well-being and their success. Some of these programs include gender-based
violence prevention, non-clinical mental health promotion, and basic needs like
housing and food security. As such, I run the Warrior Cupboard Student Food Pantry.
Last week, a handful of you made absolutely game-changing donations to the Warrior
Cupboard, and I want you to know how much it means to me, and to our students.
Times are tough. Your contributions will allow me to ensure our students have access
to healthy foods, and even grocery-store gift certificates for those who can’t make it to
campus. The donations are so appreciated as we are almost entirely donation-funded, but your words of care, concern, and
solidarity with our students are what left me reeling. My heart explodes with gratitude for the generous donations and the
sharing of love and concern. Thank you.
Kate Noelke
MPH, MCHES
Director of Integrated Wellness,
knoelke@winona.edu

Retiree Parking Permits are Available Now!

2020-2021 retiree permits are still available. Retirees with parking permits can PARK ANYWHERE on campus. This includes
all gold and silver lots. This is a fantastic benefit for you, but you do need to make sure to request a new permit each year...
you may be ticketed if your car is displaying an expired permit. Since our office remains closed during the fall semester,
please email us at retiree@winona.edu or call 507.457.5565 to request a permit. We just need your license plate number and
current mailing address, and we will get a permit mailed out to you.

Retiree Center Reminders...

Please remember to keep the Retiree Center updated with your current mailing address and email address. If you need to
report a change, please email us at retiree@winona.edu or give us a call at 507.457.5565. We would also love to hear about
what is happening in your life at the moment. If you are celebrating a milestone birthday, anniversary, the birth of a grandchild, or another milestone even, please let us know. We would love to highlight these special events in our newsletter. We
ask that you let us know about any recent scholarly accomplishments. It is important for us to spread the word about the
important work that WSU retirees continue to do well into their retirement. We would also love to hear your ideas for
Senior U classes, travel opportunities and day trips (once we are able to travel again!).
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CALENDAR

November

All-University COVID-19 Forum

Wednesday, November 18, 2020
2:00-3:30 p.m. - Via Zoom
Zoom Meeting ID will be emailed to you

VOTE!!

WSU Thanksgiving Break
Retiree Center Coffee Break
Tuesday, November 10, 2020
10:00-11:00 a.m.
Guest: Dr. Darrell Newton
Provost & Vice President of Acadmic Affairs
Via Zoom

December
Retiree Center Coffee Break
Tuesday, December 8, 2020
10:00-11:00 a.m.
Via Zoom - Guest TBD

Retiree Center Offline
November 25-27, 2020
Students will not return to
campus after Thanksgiving.

Winona Holiday Market
Saturday, December 12, 2020
Noon-9:00 pm
Levee Park

WSU Commencement
Friday, December 11, 2020
An Online Celebration

Winter Break
Retiree Center Offline
December 21 - January 4
Can’t wait until 2020 is in our
rear view mirror!
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CALENDAR

January

Martin Luther King Jr. Day
Monday, January 18, 2021
Retiree Center Offline

Spring Senior U Begins
What is Poetry?
Emilio DeGrazia
Begins Tuesday, January 12
3:00-4:30 p.m.
Via Zoom

WSU Classes Resume
Monday, January 11, 2021

Memories of Titanic

Minnesota Marine Art Museum
Through June 6, 2021

Retiree Center Coffee Break
Tuesday, January 12, 2021
10:00-11:00 a.m.
Via Zoom - Guest TBA

February and Beyond
Virtual Celebration
To Honor New Retirees
SPRING 2021 - DATE TBA

Retiree Center Coffee Break
2nd Tuesday of each Month
10:00-11:00 a.m.
Via Zoom - Guests TBA

Frozen River Film Festival
February 10-14, 2021
Format is still being considered.
Will most likely be online
screenings.

Retiree Center Day Trip
Hamilton
Orpheum Theater, Mpls
Tuesday, August 17, 2021
Registration will open in February!
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In Memoriam
in memoriam

ee
Steve Ronkowkski
Facilities
July 27, 2020

We honor and mourn our University
colleagues who have recently died.
We recognize the richness of each life,
the gifts these members have brought to
many and the loss felt by
family and friends.

Ronald Butterfield
Registrar
July 30, 2020

Robert "Bob" Routhe
Spouse of Judy Routhe
October 17, 2020

Marlene Bender
Spouse of Donald Bender
September 9, 2020

the perks of being a wsu retiree
• Athletic Events: Free admission to regular scheduled campus athletic events
• Teaching, Learning and Technology Services: Free campus offered classes when space available
• Free WSU retiree e-mail		
• WSU Fitness Center access at employee rate
• ID card for all retirees
• Free parking pass for all lots, must renew each year
• 15% discount on clothing and WSU gifts at bookstore, no books
• Printer, scanner, and copy access in the Retiree Center (no charge)
• Student tech consultations
• Notary Public Services available at no charge at the Retiree Center
• WSU Library privileges (Retiree ID card serves as library card)
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